
 

 

TOWN OF VICTOR HISTORIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 6, 2016 

PRESENT: Ann Aldrich, Michael Houser, Katie Coyne, John Palomaki, Sue Stehling, Dianne Parks, Bonnie Waters, Wilma 
Townsend, Babette Huber, Silvio Palermo [Town Board Liaison] 
 
GUEST:  Cynthia Howk, Landmark Society of Western New York 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairperson Ann Aldrich 
 
MINUTES:  December 2, 2015 Minutes approved: Motion to accept: Dianne Parks, 2nd: Michael Houser.  Motion carried 
 
Welcome to Bonnie Waters, new committee member 
 
Appointment of Minute Taker:  Bonnie Waters.  Dianne Parks will do minutes in her absence. 
Dianne Parks requested that the minutes be sent to members no later than 14 days from date of meeting for review 
prior to the next committee meeting. 
 
The Historian’s Report for December, 2015 was distributed. 
 
Cynthia Howk, Architectural Research Coordinator / Landmark Society of Western New York, did a presentation and 
update of the Historic Resources Survey for the Town and Village of Victor.  This document was researched and prepared 
by Cynthia Howk and staff. 

 A brief synopsis of Landmark Society, State Preservation Office and State and National Register 

 Discussion of feasibility of preservation ordinance for municipalities, pros and cons of such an ordinance. 

 Pros and cons of Certified Local Government status 

 Presentation and review of draft Historic Resource Inventory, contains approximately 600 sites in town and 
village, 50 years and older.  Document will be incorporated into newly adopted Comprehensive Plan.  Criteria for 
evaluation consists of combination of historic significance combined with actual physical vision / photos were 
taken of sites, a document will be included detailing 200 years of development of the town and village.  It is a 
reconnaissance level survey designed to create a list of properties that represent the town and village history.  
Historic Inventory document is a work in progress. 

 Committee requested that Ms. Howk update us in future, also will seek her guidance in discussion of Historic 
Preservation Ordinance, Certified Local Government status and Critical Environmental Areas as related to 
history. 

 Grant opportunities were discussed as were local candidates for State and National Register for Historic Places.  
Two prime examples in Victor for this potential honor are the Presbyterian Church and Methodist Church.  
Suggest exploring Sacred Sites Grants, New York State. 

 
The Committee thanked Ms. Howk and looks forward to working with her in the future. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 Fishers Ridge update-Final Environmental impact Statement has not been submitted. 

 Cemetery Preservation and Restoration Committee update [Dianne Parks]-committee will hold first meeting of 
year in March.  Date for dedication of Parks Cemetery, Rowley Rd-- will take place May 28th, 2016 in conjunction 
with National Preservation Month. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 Vote to appoint a new chairperson for two years as Ann Aldrich has served in that capacity for the term limit.  
Katie Coyne appointed as Chair, to begin term Feb, 2016.  Motion to approve: Michael Houser, 2nd Dianne Parks, 



 

 

Motion carried.  Ann Aldrich appointed as Vice-Chair to begin Feb, 2016.  Motion to approve: Michael Houser, 
2nd: Bonnie Waters.  Motion carried. 

 Town Board Liaison for 2016-Silvio Palermo 
 
2016 GOALS AND ACTION PLANS:  
Committee members expressed the following (with discussion and more definitive goals and action plans to be made at 
subsequent meetings): 
 

 Request documentation as to background of plaque program, process of selection and research process.  
Request list of plaque recipients through 2015. 

 Change name of committee to Historic Advisory Planning Committee 

 Publicity for Historic Advisory Committee-newspaper article, articles of HAC activities in quarterly town 
newsletter.  We need to let people know what we are all about. 

 Appointment of a HAC member as liaison to Planning Board, Zoning Board and Conservation Board.  Mr. 
Palermo will discuss possibility with Town Board. 

 Fishers Ridge-make the history known to the public 

 Awareness of needs of our history groups, VHS / Valentown, Friends of the Railroad, Ganondagan 

 Awareness of development along Railroad corridors. 

 Informative workshops with Planning and Zoning Dept, Planning Board, Zoning Board, Conservation Board. 

 Workshops with surrounding towns that have preservation ordinances-i e:  Pittsford, Fairport, Perinton. 

 Category for agenda-observations around town 

 Explore Preservation Ordinances, Certified Local Government, Critical Environmental Areas 

 Monitor Comp Plan as it relates to our history 

 Monitor Natural Resource Inventory [Conservation Board] Chapter 8: Historic Resources needs to be completed. 

 Educate Town, Planning and Zoning Boards on HAC role as well as history of town-present a collection of local 
history books to each board member-Mike H. will co-ordinate this. 

 Discussion of monument located on corner of Maple Avenue and Main Streets recognizing Athasada, a Mohawk 
leader during the Denonville expedition.  Possibility of an interpretive sign on sight of monument-to be 
discussed. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Friends of Railroad will hold annual meeting the end of January-a representative of Ontario County Planning will present 
a program on Railroad Corridors in Ontario County. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9 PM.  Motion to adjourn: Sue Stehling, 2nd by Dianne Parks.  Motion carried. 
Next meeting: February 3, 2016, 7 PM 
Minutes submitted by Bonnie Waters 
 
 
 
 


