
 

 

Town of Victor Department of Parks and Recreation                                                                           

Citizens’ Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes                                                                                 

November 2, 2016 

Present: Gregg Richards, Brian Emelson, Bonnie Rhodes, George Heltz, Gary Hadden, and Lisa 

Roberts.  

Absent / Excused: Cyndy Rochford, Larry Fisher, Dave Tantillo and Christine Palmiere 

Guests: Gene Pratt and Bob Haggett, Village of Victor Tree Board and Liam Richards. 

Gregg Richards called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 

Recognition of Guests / Privilege of the Floor:  Gene and Bob distributed a document that 

shared the genesis and work completed to date by the Tree Board.  The group focuses its’ 

efforts on trees located on Village property (including parks) or within the Village Right-of-Way.  

The Board would like the Department to work with them in addressing the issue of the ash 

trees in Victor Municipal Park, many of which are dead, diseased or may die due to the Emerald 

Ash Borer. The Tree Board and their consulting arborist have tagged several trees for removal 

and have recommended that (14) ash trees in the developed portions of the park be injected 

with a chemical to kill the ash borer that is damaging these trees.  Trees would need to be 

treated every three years at an anticipated cost of $2,000. 

Brian stated that the Department budget cycle began in August and we have already had to 

eliminate many items preliminarily proposed in that budget.  The Town budget is anticipated to 

be adopted at the November 14th Town Board meeting.  Brian suggested other funding sources 

for (2017) ash borer projects including the Village’s Park Trust Fund or a grant application could 

be submitted to the NYSDEC’s “Urban Forestry Program” which he has applied for grants before 

from.  Gary mentioned that he wasn’t sure how much money was in the Village’s Trust Fund.  

Gene mentioned that the Tree Board had money in their budget as well. 

In addition to treating and removing trees affected by the Emerald Ash Borer, the Tree Board 

also recommended that they could do a (2017) Arbor Day project with the planting of new 

trees.  Gene and Bob indicated that these trees could come from bare root stock at a potential 

cost of $100.  Brian mentioned that typically 2.5”-3” Balled and Burlap trees are 2-3 times as 

much. 

 Action Item: Brian will set up another site visit to Victor Municipal Park with Gene, Jeff 

Rader and the Tree Board’s arborist Chris Luley to tag trees and discuss those that 

should be removed and those that should be pruned. 

Review & Approval of October Meeting Minutes:  The draft minutes were amended under the 

Director’s Report on the Box Rink project to remove the bulleted statement “In a recent public 

meeting, 256 users did not attend.”  The minutes were amended under the Director’s Report 



 

 

on the Emerald Ash to change the statement “treatment that lasts for five years…” to 

“treatment that lasts for three years…” 

Motion made by Lisa to adopt the minutes as amended.    Motion 2nd by Bonnie.  Minutes 

adopted. 

Director’s Report: 

Brian gave the committee an update on the work he and Chauncy Young of Victor Hiking Trails 

to establish an Auburn Trail to Dryer Road Park connector.  No comments. 

Improvements to the Dryer Road Box Rink update:  Brian had included an update in the 

Director’s report.  Brian mentioned that he has encouraged Mike to develop bid documents 

with a Base Bid of replacing the dasher boards and safety fencing, which are budgeted for in the 

Parks Trust Fund and developing Alternate Bid #1 for Artificial Turf Surface and Alternate Bid #2 

Lighting.  Gregg asked when the project would go out to bid. Brian said that he asked Mike to 

be out to bid by January so that construction could be completed by June for use. 

Town Budget and Rec Fee Update:  Gregg asked Brian what our Recreation Fee was in 

comparison to other municipalities. Brian said that the Town’s current Recreation Fee was 

$1,500 as reported in previous meetings.  Brian indicated the fee had been at that level since 

the (2007) master plan update when it was changed from $1,000.  Brian mentioned that he had 

benchmarked again with other communities including Perinton, Brighton and Pittsford which 

were in the neighborhood of $750-$800. 

Sewer Line under the Auburn Trail at St. Pat’s:  Gregg and Lisa mentioned the need for defined 

way to get bicyclists through the trail and neighborhood via this property especially with the 

Maple Avenue construction.  Gary mentioned that the road is opened only on Saturday nights 

and Sunday mornings. 

East Victor Road Development Excavation process:  Brian mentioned that the trail would be 

closed until construction was complete. 

Updates on Gullace Project:  There were Town and Village Planning Board meetings on the 

project.  The Planning Boards did not recommend that the applicant be allowed to cluster their 

subdivision beyond what was already provided for.  The NYSDOT is also looking into a round-a-

bout for the Lynaugh Road & NYS Rte. 96 Intersection. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning:  Gregg met with Katie Evans about a Bike / Pedestrian Plan.  

Gregg mentioned that he asked Katie Evans, Town Planner to attend the January, 2017 CAC 

meeting to discuss the project which she supports.  

CAC Membership Status Discussion:   Larry and Christy’s terms end on December 31, 2016.  

Gregg will gauge their interest in returning for another 3-year term.  The CAC will need to elect 

a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson at their December meeting. 



 

 

Review CAC Event Visibility Opportunities:  Lisa mentioned that she would be at the Christmas 

in the Village event. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gregg and 2nd by Lisa.                                           

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


